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OVERVIEW:  

The grades 7–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be 
able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
Anchor Standards below by number. 

Since Intermediate ESL may include students from grades 7-12 and the language of the standards 
differs slightly by grade level, the standards as given below represent a synthesis of the 
commonalities between grade 7, 8, 9-10, and 11-12 standards. 

Cross-referenced against these are the WIDA Can-Do Descriptors for English Language 
Learners (ELL’s). The Can-Do Descriptors indicate the levels of English Language Proficiency 
that ELL’s can be expected to process, understand, produce, or use.  

Taken together, the CCR Anchor Standards and WIDA Can-Do Descriptors can provide clear 
and explicit instructional goals for beginner ELL’s in grades 7-12. 

Since “intermediate” ELL’s are those designated at WIDA levels 2-4 of English Language 
Proficiency, the Intermediate ESL curriculum incorporates tasks and activities with a linguistic 
complexity of levels 2-5, each student ideally being presented with tasks at their level and the 
next level higher. 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS: 

Reading: 

Key Ideas and Details  

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; include the role 
of key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of 
a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape the 
meaning and/or tone of a text. 
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5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole. 

6. Assess how point of view and/or purpose shape the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of 
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 

 

Writing: 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims and analysis, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey ideas and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate and cite the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
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WIDA Can-Do Descriptors 
 
At the given level of English language proficiency, English language learners will process, 
understand, produce, or use:  
 
 

6	  
Reaching	  

• specialized or technical language reflective of the content areas at grade level  
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral 
or written discourse as required by the specified grade level  
• oral or written communication in English comparable to English-proficient 
peers  

5	  
Bridging	  

• specialized or technical language of the content areas  
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral 
or written discourse, including stories, essays, or reports  
• oral or written language approaching comparability to that of English-
proficient peers when presented with grade-level material  

4	  
Expanding	  

• specific and some technical language of the content areas  
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in oral discourse 
or multiple, related sentences, or paragraphs  
• oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic, or semantic 
errors that do not impede the overall meaning of the communication when 
presented with oral or written connected discourse with sensory, graphic, or 
interactive support  

3	  
Developing	  

• general and some specific language of the content areas  
• expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs  
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that 
may impede the communication, but retain much of its meaning, when 
presented with oral or written, narrative, or expository descriptions with 
sensory, graphic, or interactive support  

2	  
Beginning	  

• general language related to the content areas  
• phrases or short sentences  
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that 
often impede the meaning of the communication when presented with one- to 
multiple-step commands, directions, questions, or a series of statements with 
sensory, graphic, or interactive support  

1	  
Entering	  

• pictorial or graphic representation of the language of the content areas  
• words, phrases, or chunks of language when presented with one-step 
commands, directions, WH-, choice, or yes/no questions, or statements with 
sensory, graphic, or interactive support  
• oral language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that often 
impede meaning when presented with basic oral commands, direct questions, or 
simple statements with sensory, graphic, or interactive support 

 
 
source: http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/ 
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COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the course 
of study: 
 
 

Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
 
 
 

 
- Read and underline portions of the text. 
- Read and answer reading comprehension 
questions. 
- Answer “where in the text” questions. 
- Use quotation marks, page and/or line 
numbers, and MLA format citations when 
citing textual evidence in writing. 
 

 
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
 

 

 
- Identify thematic connections between works 
in different media: text, videos, songs, etc. 
- Use graphic organizers to identify theme and 
key supporting details. 
- Use graphic organizers to analyze 
development. 
- Write a summary of a given text from notes 
taken on a graphic organizer. 

 
3. Analyze how complex characters, 
setting, dialog, and plot interact and 
develop over the course of the text. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Identify dialog and characterization, and 
analyze the author’s use of these in narrative 
texts. 
- Use “before and after” and “cause and effect” 
graphic organizers. 
- Writing about changes in characters, settings, 
and plot. 



Adopted	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Intermediate	  ESL	  Reading	  &	  Writing	   Page	  7	  
 

 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Craft and Structure: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze their impact on meaning 
and tone. 
 

 
- Create flashcards to study new vocabulary. 
- Highlight vocabulary words in a text. 
- Identify synonyms and antonyms. 
- Create and use a word wall. 
- Vocabulary journaling. 
- Identify parts of speech and verb tenses. 

 
5. Analyze how an author’s choices about 
how to structure a story, poem, or drama 
contribute to its overall meaning and 
effectiveness. 
 
 
 

 
- Read aloud. 
- Read and act out Dramas. 
- Use graphic organizers to analyze structure 
and sequence. 
- Re-write a story in a different sequence, 
including flashbacks. 
 

 
6. Analyze the points of view of the author, 
of specific characters, and the reader, and 
the effects created by the relationships 
between these points of view. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Identify and define narrative points of view 
(1st person, 2nd person, 3rd person). 
- List pronouns for narrative points of view. 
- Distinguish dialog from narrative. 
- Match quotes to speakers. 
- Match texts to authors. 
- Retell the story from a different character’s 
point of view. 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
7. Compare and contrast a story told in two 
different mediums (e.g. a book vs. a film). 
 
 
 
 

 
- Read two versions of a text, or read a text and 
watch a related film. 
- Use graphic organizers(such as Venn 
diagrams) to compare and contrast two 
versions of a story. 
- Write from graphic organizers. 

 
9. Compare and contrast fictional 
portrayals and non-fictional accounts of 
history; analyze an author’s use and 
transformation of source materials. 
 
 

 
- Read two related texts on the same topic, or 
read a text and watch a related film. 
- Use graphic organizers to compare and 
contrast fictional and non-fictional accounts. 
- Write from graphic organizers. 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
10. By the end of the school year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
drama, and poems,in the grade-level 
text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding at the high end of the range. 
 

 
- Guided and independent reading. 
- Self-monitoring of progress. 
- Vocabulary journaling. 
- Scaffolding of grade level texts (bilingual 
dictionaries, visuals, etc.) 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
1. Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 

 
- Read and use graphic organizers, including 
“Cornell Notes,” to distinguish explicit text 
from inferences. 
- Read and answer reading comprehension 
questions. 
- Answer “where in the text” questions. 
- Use quotation marks, page and/or line 
numbers, and MLA format citations when 
citing textual evidence in writing. 
 

 
2. Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of 
the text, including how it is supported and 
refined by details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

 

 
- Use graphic organizers to identify central 
idea and key supporting details. 
- Use graphic organizers to analyze 
development. 
- Write a summary of a given text from notes 
on a graphic organizer. 
 

 
3. Analyze how the author presents a series 
of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how they are introduced and developed. 
 

 
- Parse essays for key points.  
- Identify and practice sequence and 
transitional phrases. 
- Identify relationships: sequence, cause & 
effect, and logical connections. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Craft and Structure: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term or terms 
over the course of a text. 
 

 
- Study vocabulary with flashcards. 
- Highlight vocabulary words in a text. 
- Identify synonyms and antonyms. 
- Create and use a word wall. 
- Vocabulary journaling. 
- Identify parts of speech and verb tenses. 

 
5. Analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text, including how specific 
sentences, paragraphs, and sections 
contribute to the whole. 
 

 
- Identify transitional words and phrases in a 
text. 
- Group work: each group reads a section of a 
text and presents it to the class. Whole class 
then analyzes the connections and structure. 
 

 
6. Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses language to advance that point 
of view or purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Read texts on the same topic by two or more 
different authors. 
- List pronouns for different narrative points of 
view. 
- Identify and define narrative points of view 
(1st person, 2nd person, 3rd person). 
- Match texts to authors. 
- Write about the topic from a different point of 
view. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented 
in diverse formats and media, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well is in 
words. 
 
 
 

 
- Create maps, timelines, charts and graphs. 
- Study verb tenses express changes over time. 
- Research online and compare and contrast 
different products (cars, cell phones, etc.). 
- Translate charts and graphs into words, and 
vice versa. 
 

 
8. Assess the argument and claims in a text, 
including whether the reasoning is valid, 
and whether the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient. 
 

 
- Distinguish fact from opinion in a text. 
- Read a paragraph or essay and cross out 
irrelevant details. 
- Highlight key details and explain why they 
support the central idea. 

 
 
9. Analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic differ in facts 
or interpretation. 
 
 
 

 
 - Read two different texts (of different styles) 
by different authors. 
- Use graphic organizers to compare and 
contrast two texts. 
- Write from graphic organizers. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
10. By the end of the school year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grade level text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 
 

 
- Guided and independent reading. 
- Self-monitoring of progress. 
- Vocabulary journaling. 
- Scaffolding of grade level texts (bilingual 
dictionaries, visuals, etc.) 
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Writing Standards 
Text Types and Purposes: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
1. Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant and sufficient 
evidence.  
 
 
 

 
- Write a response to a story, poem, drama, or 
film. 
- Analyze a character with textual evidence. 
- Write a paragraph with supporting details. 
- Write an essay with supporting body 
paragraphs. 
 

 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through 
the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
 

 
- Write expository, compare and contrast, and 
persuasive essays. 
- Create and label timelines and maps. 
- Create presentations on computer and iPads. 

 
3. Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences.  
 
 

 
- Write storybooks (by hand or with storybook-
creator apps for iPad). 
- Watch a short film and re-write it as a story. 
- Read a story and act it out. 
- Write short stories. 
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Writing Standards 
Production and Distribution of Writing: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 
above.) 
 
 
 

 

 
- Write expository, compare and contrast, and 
persuasive essays. 
- Write letters, obituaries, recipes, and movie 
reviews. 
- Study verb tenses and syntactic phenomena 
endemic to different styles of writing. 
- Write about the same topic for different 
audiences (e.g., an email to a friend vs. a letter 
to Grandma.) 
 

 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 

 
- Use the 5-step writing process. 
- Practice proofreading and peer-editing. 
- Publish final drafts online. 
- Journal writing. 
 

 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, 
to produce, publish, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
 

 
- Create collaborative documents on Google 
Drive. 
- Publish completed work online. 
- Use message board and interactive apps to 
incorporate whole-class collaboration. 
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Writing Standards 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities: 

 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 

 
- Research and compare and contrast different 
products (cars, cell phones, etc.) 
- Research and report on historical figures or 
celebrities. 
- Include sources and MLA format citations. 
- Determine the reliability of a source based on 
author, format, medium, and publisher. 

 
 

 
8. Gather relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess each source and 
integrate them. 
 

 
- Include sources and MLA format citations. 
- Determine the reliability of a source based on 
author, format, medium, and publisher. 
 

 
9. Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
 
 
 

 
- Write a response to a story, poem, drama, or 
film. 
- Recall vocabulary, ideas, and themes from 
texts read throughout the year. 
- Include sources and MLA format citations. 
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Writing Standards 
Range of Writing: 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 
 
10. Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes 
 

 
- Journal writing. 
- Building paragraphs into stories and essays. 
- Writing poetry. 
- Research projects and presentations. 



Adopted	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Intermediate	  ESL	  Reading	  &	  Writing	   Page	  18	  
 

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE – PACING GUIDE 
 

The following is a brief outline of course content to be covered.  Each unit will include whole-
class instruction for new vocabulary and new grammar rules, different readings with related 
content, guided practice in groups, independent practice by individual students, practical 
application of new vocabulary and grammar rules, and one or more culminating projects. 
 
Each unit consists of 6-7 weeks of class. 
 

Unit 1 – The Big Picture 
Vocab. / Thematic Context Grammar and Mechanics: Related Content: Projects: 
The Continents / Earth 
Science; Food / cooking / 
restaurants 

Contractions, count and non-
count nouns, comparative 
and superlative adjectives. 

Geography, Earth 
Science 

Timeline and 
Map; Recipe 
writing 

 
Unit 2 – Growth and Change 
Vocab. / Thematic Context: Grammar and Mechanics: Related Content: Project: 
Extended family, seeds and 
plants, scientific cycles and 
processes, 

Questions and negative 
statements in the past tense, 
modal verbs, homophones 

Biology, social 
studies, literature 

Cycle diagram 
presentation 

 
Unit 3 – Technology’s Impact 
Vocab. / Thematic Context: Grammar and Mechanics: Related Content: Project 
Computers, phones, 
transportation, technology 

The Parts of Speech, the 
Present Perfect Tense, 
Reflexive Pronouns,  

Technology and 
Science 

Compare and 
Contrast 
Presentation 

 
Unit 4 – Identity 
Vocab. / Thematic Context: Grammar and Mechanics: Related Content: Project: 
Graphic Novel, graffiti, art 
and music, personal history 

Subject/Verb Agreement, 
Adverbs of frequency and 
manner,  

Literature, Art Essay 

 
Unit 5 – Personal Conflict and Resolution 
Vocab. / Thematic Context: Grammar and Mechanics: Related Content: Projects: 
Family, culture and national 
groups, wars, revolutions 
and leaders. 

Present Perfect Progressive, 
Time clauses, Comparison of 
Verb Tenses 

Literature, 
history and 
biography 

Research and 
reading 
literature 

 
Unit 6 – Careers 
Vocab. / Thematic Context: Grammar and Mechanics: Related 

Content: 
Projects: 

Careers and higher 
education – computer 
literacy, jobs and 
professions 

Infinitives, Imperatives, 
transitional words, 
subordinating conjunctions 

computer 
literacy, jobs 
and professions 

Career 
Research 
Project 
Presentation 
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BENCHMARKS 
 

Administered Benchmark 
Before Unit 1 Diagnostic / Placement Assessment: 

     All incoming students are tested in all four language domains 
(reading, writing, speaking & listening) 

After Unit 3 Units 1-3 Reading/Writing Proficiency Assessment: 
     All students perform a reading and writing task to demonstrate 
progress in proficiency 

After Unit 4 ACCESS for ELL’s 
     Statewide assessment for all English Language Learners testing 
all four language domains (reading, writing, speaking & listening) 

After Unit 6 Timeline Project : 
     Technology-based Research and Oral Presentation 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

 
 
• Pair students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints. 
• Vary instructional groupings. 
• Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform 

creative problem-solving. 
• Vary presentation of new material to accommodate multiple intelligences. 
• Tier instruction according to Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in order to build higher-ordered 

thinking skills in all areas of curriculum. 
• Incorporate real world connections to engage students. 
• Encourage students to explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 
• Provide ample examples. 
• Incorporate technological and multi-media resources. 
 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 
 

• Provide additional instructions. 
• Extend time for assignment completion. 
• Shorten assignments 
• Provide repeated reviews and drills using varied teaching strategies. 
• Read directions, text to students as needed. 
• Note-taking assistance 
• Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 
• Provide outlines 
• Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 
• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 
• Have the students do hands-on activities. 
• Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 
• Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 
• Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 
• Physical modeling. 
• Be aware of differences in algorithms (Mathematics). 
• Provide first-language instructions and/or study guides when appropriate. 
 
 
Suggested activities to differentiate instruction: 

 
• Incorporate flashcards, note outlines, review guides 
• Incorporate different tactile materials for activities 
• Use multimedia presentations to engage visual learners 
• Model appropriate behavior 
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• Demonstrate clear expectations 
• Break problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 
• Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 
• Give multiple completion options for assignments. 
• Give students a choice of projects  
• Use partners and small groups 
 
Materials and Environment: 
 
• Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 
• Help student keep a journal for reflections, review, questions 
• Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 
• Use hands-on materials for concrete development. 
• Create a word-wall to reinforce vocabulary 
• Use student-created posters to reinforce key concepts 
 
Assessments: 
 
• Modify tests 
• Alternative assessments (e.g., project, outline, oral presentation) 
• Allow modifications of time, scheduling and/or administration of testing. 
• Read directions and/or test questions to students as needed. 
• Provide first-language instructions and/or study guides when appropriate. 
• Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
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PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPATIONS 
 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 
 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  
Please refer to individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 
Environment: 
□ Preferential Seating                    □ Clear Work Area                    □ Other (specify) 
 
Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                           □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets         □ Calculator 
□ Tape Recorder                           □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text                 □ Manipulatives 
□ Spell Check                               □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) _________________ 
□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 
 
Instructional Strategies: 
□ Check Work in Progress     □ Immediate Feedback                 □ Pre-teach Content               □ Extra Drill/Practice 
□ Review Sessions                 □ Have Student Restate Info         □ Review Directions             □ Use Manipulatives 
□ Modified Content               □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline   □ Assign Study Partner         □ Monitor Assignments 
□ Provide Models                  □ Computer Assisted Instruction   □ Repeat Instructions       □ Multi-Sensory Approach 
□Highlight Key Words          □ Oral Reminders                          □ Display Key Vocab       □ Visual Reinforcement 
□ Pictures/Charts                   □ Visual Reminders                       □ Mimed Clues/Gestures  □ Concrete Examples 
□ Use Mnemonics                 □ Personalized Examples               □ Number Line            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 
□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals                           □ Other: (specify) ______________________ 
 
Organization: 
□ Provide Study Outlines        □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps          □ Post Routines 
□ Post Assignments                 □ Give One Paper at a Time        □ Folders to Hold Work         □ Pencil Box for Tools 
□ Pocket Folder for Work       □ Assignment Pad                        □ Daily Assignment List        □ Daily Homework List 
□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work               □ Assign Partner 
□ Assistive Device:_______________________________        □ Other: (specify) __________________________ 
Tests/Quizzes/Time: 
□ Prior Notice of Test            □ Preview Test Procedures         □ Test Study Guides               □ Simplify Test Wording 
□ Oral Testing                        □ Shortened Tasks                      □ Limited Multiple Choice     □ Hands-on Projects 
□ Reduced Reading                □ Alternative Tests                     □ Objective Tests                   □ Extra Credit Options 
□ Extra Time-Written Work   □ Extra Time-Tests                    □ Extra Time-Projects            □ Extra Response Time 
□ Modified Tests                    □ Test Read                                □ Pace Long Term Projects    □ On Computer 
□ Rephrase Test Questions/Directions                                      □ Other:__________________________________ 
 
Grading: 
□ No Spelling Penalty               □ No Handwriting Penalty       □ Grade Effort + Work           □ Grade Improvement 
□ Course Credit                         □ Base Grade on IEP               □ Base Grade on Ability         □ Modify Grades 
□Pass/Fail                                  □ Audit Course                        □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 
 
Behavior Management/Support: 
□ Daily Feedback to Student     □ Chart Progress     □ Behavior Contract           □ Positive Reinforcement 
□ Collect Baseline Data     □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   □ Set/Post Class Rules   □ Parent sign Behavior 
Chart 
□ Cue Expected Behavior      □ Structure Transitions           □ Break Between Tasks    □ Proximity/Touch Control 
□ Contingency Plan               □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 
□ Other: (specify) ___________________________________ 
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PROFICIENCY LEVELS 
 
This curriculum is appropriate for all intermediate ELL’s in Grades 7-12. 
 
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
 
Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of 
assessment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

• Formal 
 

1. Teacher-created worksheets, tests, and quizzes 
2. Worksheets, tests, and quizzes from textbooks and accompanying workbooks 
3. Oral Quizzes 
4. Oral Presentations 
5. Benchmark Assessments (district-wide) 
6. ACCESS for ELL’s (State-wide) 

 
• Informal 

 
1. Oral Comprehension checks 
2. Attendance & Punctuality 
3. Preparation &Participation 
4. Cooperative group work (e.g., conversation practices) 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Listening and speaking exercises 
7. Vocabulary Journals 

 
• Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 

 
This is a living document.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for 
improving and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing 
basis. 
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RESOURCES 
 

A. Guest Speakers 
 

• Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 
obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 
 

B. Technology 
 

• Students use iPads for independent review, research, and enrichment.     
• Students use specific apps: Bitsboard, Duolingo, Educreations, Genius Scan, Google 

Earth, Google Translate, Haiku Deck, and others to learn and strengthen new 
vocabulary and grammatical forms.  

• Teachers also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.  Laptop-connected 
Smartboard for interactive teaching and learning. 
 
 

C. Supplies and Materials 
 

• Technology: iPads andSmartboard 
• Notebooks 
• Craft supplies: Markers, colored pencils, crayons, variety of paper, scissors 
• Journals 
• Picture Dictionaries& Reference Books 
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, dry-erase sentence strips 

 
D. Textbooks 

 
• Reading Explorer 1 & 2 
• Grammar in Context 2&3 
• Grammar Connection 2&3 
• More Grammar Practice 2&3 
 
E. Supplemental Material 

 
• Books, Magazines, Graphic Novels   
• Maps 
• Photographs  
• Music 
• Realia (newspaper clippings, receipts, bus schedules, handheld manipulatives, etc.) 
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METHODOLOGIES 
 
The essential methodology of the course is based on the SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Observation 
Protocol) model developed by Echevarría, Vogt & Short. The key emphasis of this methodology 
is that content objectives and language-learning objectives are integrated in each lesson, helping 
students meet both the Common Core State Standards and ELP standards such as WIDA. The 
following are suggestions, not limitations, as to how the curriculum may be implemented and 
facilitated: 
 

• Whole class instruction, small group instruction 
• Individual monitoring and students’ self-monitoring of progress 
• Guided reading and cooperative learning groups 
• Individual assignments for independent practice 
• Technology-aided instruction 
• Authentic tasks for instruction and assessments 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The 
following are suggestions, not limitations: 
 

• Projects 
• Guest Speakers 
• Field Trips 
• Supplemental reading 
• Film Viewing and Reflection 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 
development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other professional 
organizations such as NJTESOL/NJBE (New Jersey Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages / New Jersey Bilingual Educators). 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 
Interdisciplinary learning is imperative in ESL. The goal of this curriculum is to include not only 
Social English but also Academic English, including the language of the content areas: 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Health and Physical Education, the Visual and Performing 
Arts, and Technology and Career Education. 
 
Whenever possible, unit plans will incorporate concepts and vocabulary from the students’ 
content area classes and emphasize the connections between them. In addition, students will be 
presented with authentic tasks similar to those they will be expected to perform in content area 
classes (e.g., word problems for math, lab reports for science, timelines and posters for history). 


